Navigating History: Seeing By The Sea

Rohb T[lina‘q.mrih, Toam Librarian, Local Stndies at Folkestone Library

introducing the resources in Folkestone
Library & Museumn to the artists was an
important phase of the Mavigating
History Profect. | led extensive bullding
tours during which the arists had a
chance to delve through draweers, press
buttans, open cabinets, sift through boxes
and ask many questions. In reiponse, |
tried to develop thelr interests with
further presentations of material. By the
end of their visits, the artists would be
sitting at the study tables immersed in
files and artefacts, alive to the creative
passibilities of kncal history collacHong

GOne request Trom Stephen Connolly, the
filmrmaker, did nat result In quite such a
flood of files. Stephen has an intarest in
garly cinerma and optical devices and had
read that Folkestone once offersd a
camera obscura ai & tourlst attraction
We could locate Aumerous photographs
showing camers obscuras in  the
background of images of West beach.
However, there was scant doCumsntany
evidence to furnish the history of these
attractions. i Folkestone’s first camera
pbscura was & be a focal point in
Mavigating History we would have to do
sarne more research,

Mhartin Easdown’s excellent book Victorias
Golden Pler gave us an ldea of the
timespan when camera obscuras had
featured on the beach Esmonn Roonay
had spotted a referance to W Davies'the
awner of the first carnera obscura in an
1BE7 article from the Falkestone Chranicle,
i scanmed copies of the Folkesione

20 Chronicle and Folkestone Hedald for the

1HEDs & *00s bast Falled to find additional
detaila We have long runs of these local
newspapers in the collectlon (bound
copies of early issuas of the Folkestone
Chronicle were donated back In 1888
when the library opened at Grace Hill).
¥or we also hold copies of a differsnt
newspaper which | had seldom used in
research. Holbelns Visitors List & Courd
Directory was printed by Ambrose Hans
Holbein from premises at 17 George Lane,
On reading itis evident that the List had a
different editorlal policy than the
‘mainstream’ Folkestong nawspapers
There was 8 precccupation with
envtertaimment, gentle sating and plenty of
coverage aof the hurly burly of 2 seaskde
towm, Tha List introduced s to the cobourful
sub=culture of ‘the Professors? These were
entertainers who might play trombone
underwater, parachute from balloans or
cycha off the end of Victoria pier to dazzks
the pennies from the tourists,

Professor Edward Longford Davies was
more than just the owner of the carmern
ohsoura, He was a wentrilogquist, magic
lanterneer, charity fundraiser and
shameless self-publiclst. The List printed
his adverts when times were good and
also appeaks for help when his talents
were failing. The adverts gave us his horme
address In Folkestone, This was the clue
we needed to nvestigate other sources in
the Local Studies collectian.

Using street directories we established
the period that Edward Davies fived in
Folkestone, Censui material gave us
detalls about his family and their
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occupatlons. With the help of our
Commamity Service Yolunteer, Larry
Liddiard, we were aven able to find a
gravestone for Edward Dawvies and his
wife Mary Ann over at the Folkestone
Town Cermetery in Cheriton.

Steghen's filmn will draw on matarial from
a wide span of Folkestones histony,
Archive and amateur flm footage will be
incorporated as well as interviews with
today's Folkestonlans. However, the film
will not present a stralghtforsard historical
narralive. Fargatien entertainers, unread
articles, redundant films might not hawa
been part of our history at all. Stephen
maeditates on the ways we recond, select
and omit eberments of our history. AN the
Mavigating Histary artworks embraca
such ambitiows ideas and | am excited fo
watch them take shape.

What has especally pleased me about
Stephen's approach |s that he has besn
just & willlng to participate In the history
research a3 in the artistic process.
Rermariably, while scanning an obsoure
Viclorlan journal in the Britlsh Ll'aralg..'.
Stephen came across a letter from
Edward Longford Davies:

“When a boy, about thirly years ago, |
visited the them camera obscura
in Birkenhead Park, and afver the man
attendant had shown us all the wews
he moved something, and all of a sudden
the picture left the table, and thero
sure enough on the @ble we saw
the three front sides of the bulldirg we
stood in...”

For the rest of the tale you will have to
Join s in Mavigating History. g

Courses for Adults at the Methodist Church Hall

Sandgate Road, Folkestone

ALL COURSES START DURIMNG THE WEEK BEGINMING 20 SEPFTEMBER

Religion: The Text as Guest
Philosophy - The Good"
Greg Artus Tuesdiy marmings, 20 weeks
The Colonial & Pastcolonial Nowel
Contemparary World Cinema

Fagan Kent: Darknass Into Light

Armerican Painting 1800-2000
Dravwidl Modt. Friday mormings, 20 weeks

Dusane Wilkamas, Monday momnings. 10 wesks

Maggle fwadalla. Wednesday marmnings, 20 wesks
Freddie Gaffney, Wednesday evenings, 10 weeks
Irepee Peliett. Thursday meenings, 10 weeks

Science: Blg ideas of the Twentisth Century
Stephen Faster. Thursday evenings, 10 weaks

For fees and further details call Julia Burford an 01303 264723
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